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THERE IS HOPE 
for AMERICA

What should we do in these days? 
Focus more of our life and ministry  
on the main things!

Keep praying. Keep walking with God. 
Keep teaching the truths of God’s Word. 
Keep sharing the Gospel and discipling 
believers. Keep on sending missionaries 
and planting churches.

The hope for America is found in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Capitol
Connection 
March 14-16, 2022
in Washington,D.C. AwakeAmerica.org

We invite you to join with us as we return to Capitol 
Hill to meet our representatives face to face, share 
our concern for them as individuals, and pledge to 
personally uphold them in faithful, fervent prayer!

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

In a time of division, outrage, attacks, and 
the people-power struggle; the question 
arises, “Do any of these attitudes exist 
within the church?” As Peter rested on a 
rooftop in Joppa, the Lord taught a special 
lesson on this very topic. Peter was shown 
a great sheet let down from heaven filled 
with all kinds of delectable animals Peter 
knew from God’s law were unlawful to eat. 
Yet God in His wisdom said, “Rise, kill and 
eat…What God hath cleansed that call not 
thou common.” Acts 10

God was preparing Peter to understand that 
He is no respecter of persons. The saving 
blood of Christ can cleanse and unite all 
men. Christ the Savior of the world died for 
all men because He created and loved all 
men. As we face the challenges of today, it 
is of utmost importance we remember this 
truth; to love all men.

Cultural Differences | Man’s View
Peter was focused on reaching the Jews 
only.  God provided cleansing for the stain 
of differences - ethnicity, background, 
customs, traditions, and values.  If we look 
for reasons for division, we are sure to find 
them. The Bible teaches us that while we 
may not all “look” the same, we can be 
unified in Christ.

Cultural Definitions | God’s View
In Acts 17:26, we read, “And hath made of 
one blood all nations of men for to dwell on 
all the face of the earth…” We should not 
define others by nationality but by their 
identity in Christ. God sees two kinds of 
people in this world – those who are saved 
and those who are lost.

Cultural Destinations | God’s Plan
One day saints throughout the ages from 

every kindred, tongue, people and nation 
will gather around the throne of God to 
praise Him for all of eternity.  They will 
“look” different but not “be” different.  
Eternity is not based on ethnicity. It is based 
on a personal decision.

God’s future includes all nations. He is 
interested in the whosoevers of the world 
which included you. He has called you 
to be a peacemaker. Rise up and take His 
challenge: Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature! 

  
T. MICHAEL CREED

              President, Awake America Ministries
              mcreed@awakeamerica.org

LISTEN TO THE FULL SERMON
awakeamerica.org/brt



State in the union
PASTORS ENGAGING LEADERS IN THEIR STATE CAPITOLS

Winning Local: Checks and Balances
MAKING A STRATEGIC IMPACT ON YOUR COMMUNITY // 

State and local government responses to COVID-19 restrictions highlighted for many of us the importance 
of local elections. These elections serve as part of the checks and balances – especially in times of crisis. Local 
officials also create a buffer between the people and unconstitutional legislation and mandates.

Depending on your region, these elected positions may be decided by just  
a few thousand to only a few hundred votes or less:
• Election Board Committees
• School Board Committees
• City Council
• County Sheriff

While the state of California endured one of the more overbearing 
COVID-19 lockdowns, many county and city officials refused to enforce 
the governor’s mandates decreed under his extended emergency powers. 
In their regions, businesses were not forced to close and churches 
remained open as well. One district attorney in particular deemed his 
region a “sanctuary county for worship and praise in church.” The sheriff 
in that same county left it to a matter of personal decision by saying he 
would not enforce state mandates requiring face masks in public. 

Local elections matter.

  
JOE KIRBY

              jkirby@awakeamerica.org

Is someone you know “Winning Local”? 
Email us. We’d love to hear the story.

CONSIDER THIS
In many states, the Office of 
the Sheriff is the highest elected 
member of the Executive 
Branch of Government within 
his county. Under certain 
circumstances, he has the 
Constitutional authority to 
override other state and federal 
departments.
SOURCE: SHERIFFS.ORG

It was January 2010 when a handful of Iowa’s independent Baptist 
pastors first showed up at the State Capitol. The Democrats had 
a trifecta, controlling the House, Senate, and governorship. Six 
months earlier, the Iowa Supreme Court had redefined marriage 
7-0, opening the door to homosexual “marriages.” The three or 
four godly legislators who were attempting to stand up against 
the ungodly policies of the Left were extremely discouraged. 
There was no regular presence of any pastors at the Capitol.

Fast forward to today. Governor Kim Reynolds was one of 
the first governors to open churches last year and the only one 
to claim that her reason for doing so was “based on religious 
liberty implications.” The Republicans have strong majorities 
in the House and Senate, with 20-25 publicly identifying as 
believers and espousing a Christian worldview. As of July 1, 
new legislation makes it illegal to teach Critical Race Theory 
in Iowa public schools, kindergarten through universities, and 

government agencies. A few weeks ago, the Iowa Supreme Court 
ruled 6-1 in favor of a new law prohibiting Planned Parenthood 
from receiving state funding to provide sex education to school 
children. Independent Baptist pastors have established a regular 
presence in the halls of the Statehouse.

What made the difference? From a human perspective, I can’t 
tell you with certainty. I can tell you what we have done. We 
have shown up. We have prayed. We have “lifted up the arms” of 
God-fearing legislators and encouraged them to stand firm and 
stand fast. We have built trusted relationships with lawmakers 
with a Biblical worldview. We have learned the law-making 
process. We have been a resource for religious liberty legislation. 
We have kept believers across the state informed and engaged. 
We have persevered. From a spiritual perspective, “to God be 
the glory, great things He has done.”

There remains much work to be done. The Left is fighting 
tooth-and-nail in Iowa like everywhere else. With God’s help, 
Iowa’s independent Baptists will remain actively involved in the 
spiritual battle for the heart and soul of our state.

  
BRAD CRANSTON

              bcranston@awakeamerica.org

Editor’s Note – To date, pastors in over a dozen states have followed Iowa’s 
model and, by faith, launched a State Capitol Initiative.
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Shining Light on Capitol Hill
MINISTERING IN THE SHADOW OF THE NATION’S CAPITOL

As the fence around the U.S. Capitol Building came down mid-July, a sense of normalcy 
has finally returned to Washington, D.C. Local residents and out-of-town visitors alike  
immediately resumed exploring the grounds, taking pictures, and picnicking. 

What has not changed much is what is happening inside the Capitol. We can touch the 
heart of God through prayer knowing America and her leaders need Him more than ever. 

  
LEARN MORE

              gracewaydc.com

Prayers of 
United States 
PRESIDENTS

“We are unable to protect ourselves 
without aid, and therefore pray for the 
protection of the United States forces. 

Let us not trust to human effort alone, 
but humbly acknowledging the power 
and goodness of Almighty God, Who 
presides over the destiny of nations, and 
Who has at all times been revealed in our 
country’s history, let us invoke His aid 
and His blessings upon our labors. 

Above all, I know there is a Supreme Being 
who rules in the affairs of man and his 
goodness and mercy have always followed 
the American people, and I know He will 
not turn from us now if we humbly and 
reverently seek His powerful aid.”

  
PRESIDENT GROVER CLEVELAND

              Written from Washington, D.C. December 18, 1893 
and March 4, 1885 | Found in his personal papers

Prayer In-Person at Last!
ENCOURAGING THOSE ON THE INSIDE // 

Access to the House and Senate buildings 
is still limited to only members, staff, 
and an occasional escorted visitor. 
Offices are now beginning to hold in-
person meetings again. In June, an office 
told me that I was only the second in-
person meeting with them since the 
January shutdown. Upon check-ins at 
the Congressional buildings, staffers 
greet me and escort me to my meetings. 
The atmosphere is mostly relaxed in 
the buildings with the once crowded 
hallways are now empty (pictured right).

In one of my meetings, I was invited to 
meet with four staffers. I encouraged 
them from the Bible concerning grace 
and wisdom. They listened intently and 
responded positively. 

The next day, one of the staffers sent me 
this encouraging message:

Thank you again for coming to our office 
yesterday and being a wonderful source 
of encouragement to us. It was definitely 
the highlight of our week!

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if there 
is ever anything our office can do.

We will keep you in our prayers!

Please pray for me as I continue to make 
personal connections, share Jesus, and 
encourage those on the inside. God hears 
and answers your prayers. 

  
AARON CRUSE

              acruse@awakeamerica.org

OFFICE ADDRESS
113 2nd St NE
Washington, D.C. 20002

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 189
Clinton, MD 20735

PHONE / EMAIL
(202) 688-1478
info@awakeamerica.org

SPECIAL THANKS 
to our monthly prayer and financial partners 
enabling us to continue our work in the United 
States' Capitol.

The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much.

–––––  J A M E S  5 : 1 6  –––––

Join us on the steps of 
the Supreme Court in-
person or live online at 

GraceWayDC.com

••••• 

Saturdays in August
7:00 PM EST
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In 1787, there was a great fervor to migrate out of the original 
thirteen colonies into the Northwest Territory. This territory 
eventually became the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michiagan, Wisconsin and some of Minnesota. The question 
was pondered what laws would govern this territory and what 
rights would its citizens have? America had a blank slate – both 
in largely unsettled land and unwritten law. The document that 
listed the answers to these vital questions became known as the 
Northwest Ordinance. It was the first opportunity America had 
to really define who she was going to be. What did America’s 
values really look like? The document is several pages long, but 
here are three important and often ignored facts:

1. Biblical Education – “Religion, morality, and knowledge being 
necessary to good government and the happiness of mankind, 
schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged.” 

2. Treatment of Indians – “...utmost good faith shall always be 
observed towards the Indians; their lands and property shall 
never be taken from them without their consent… they shall 
never be invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars 
authorized by Congress.” 

3. Slavery & Forced Labor – “There shall be neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude in the said territory.”

The Northwest Ordinace set the tone for what would in time 
become American values. These values are clearly based upon 
Scripture, and it is onto these same values which we, as a nation, 
must hold today.

  
ANDREW FRIDENSTINE

              afridenstine@awakeamerica.org
FOLLOW THE PODCAST
awakeamerica.org/#podcast

“WHEN AMERICA DECIDED WHAT IT WOULD BE”


